
 

Quick Facts 
 

FY 2015-16 Appropriations: $4.1 Billion 
State (66%), $2.1 Billion Local (34%) 
Number of Districts: 178 
Number of Students: 854,265 
Number of Teachers: 48,078 
Student to Teacher Ratio: 44th 
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Budget Briefing: K-12 Education 
 

Paying for Schools in Colorado 
We fund our schools from both state dollars and local dollars 
(mainly from local property taxes). As a state total, 34 percent of 
school funding comes from local sources, while the state makes up 
the remaining 66 percent. Local and state shares vary widely across 
districts depending on property wealth. The school finance formula 
dictates how money is distributed across the 178 school districts in 
Colorado. The funding formula for each district is meant to take into 
account differences in property wealth across districts as well as 
other things like cost-of-living, district size and at-risk student 
populations.  
 

Local school districts can hold local elections if they wish to raise 
their property taxes in order to better fund their local schools.   
 

Colorado Didn’t Always Rank Near the Bottom in Funding 
Even though K-12 education makes up the largest share of the 
General Fund, Colorado’s funding for K-12 education ranks among 
lowest in the country. Colorado is currently 40th among states in K-
12 spending per pupil, spending $2,053 less per student than the 
national average. This was not always the case. In 1993, Colorado 
was spending $629 (inflation-adjusted dollars) less per student than 
the national average, right in the middle of the pack for spending 
per student and in the early 1980s, Colorado used to spend more 
per student than the national average. 
 
Today, conditions of inequity in funding persist across school 
districts in Colorado, and students entering the school system will 
not have the same resources as those who were educated before 
the enactment of these policies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colorado Rankings 
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Per Pupil Funding 
1st - New York, $19,818 
40th - Colorado, $8,647  
50th - Idaho, $6,791  

    National Average - $10,700  
 

Average Starting Teacher Salary 
Colorado – $32,126 per year 
National Average - $36,141 per year 



 
 

The History of K-12 Funding 
 

 


