
Colorado is one of the fastest growing states with one of 
the best economies in the country. Yet, each year, 
Colorado falls behind in funding for education and 
transportation, and fails to meet the growing demand for 
mental health services and senior services.

Colorado’s investment 
in our roads, schools, 
higher education,  
and basic services

This is because Colorado is required to return previously 
collected revenue due to a 24-year-old formula in our 
state constitution. Just as rebates for “excess revenue” are 
being returned, the state continues to underfund 
education, transportation and other important services. 

Over the last year, dozens of meetings were held across 
the state, with thousands of civic and business leaders and 
grassroots participants to develop solutions that would 
allow Colorado to meet the needs and expectations of 
residents while remaining fiscally responsible. 

Keep and invest at least 35% of these funds into transportation, including 
highways, bridges, underpasses, mass transit and other projects; 

 Invest any remaining funds toward mental health services and senior services. 

Keep and invest at least 35% of these funds into education, including pre-school 
through 12th grade education, vocational education and higher education;

This proposal would allow Colorado to: 

42% The expected increase of
miles driven annually in Colorado by 
2040. Despite a growing population, 
CDOT is using half its funds to 
maintain the current system and 
does not have funds to increase 
capacity.

Colorado’s economy
and population growth

@copriorities

Visit ColoradoPriorities.com to learn more.

              Colorado is 40th in the 
nation in per student spending, and
spending has not kept up with 
inflation since 2009. 

40th
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To ensure voters have control of their tax dollars, this 
proposal has a 10-year sunset. If there continues to be a 
need for these funds to be invested in education, 
infrastructure, mental health and senior services, policy 
makers will have to once again make their case to the 
voters.
 
This proposal follows what the Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
(TABOR) was designed to do: ask taxpayers for permission 
to use the additional money, already collected, without 
raising taxes. This proposal does not change TABOR or 
amend the constitution, and Coloradans will continue to 
vote on all tax increases.

Finally, this measure stresses accountability and puts 
important safeguards in place that require the state 
legislature to report each year on how these funds 
were invested.   

Nearly 60% of Coloradans who have a 
mental illness do not receive treatment – 
ranking the utilization of treatment in 
Colorado the third lowest nationally. 

PROTECTING TAXPAYERS
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Colorado’s population of seniors is now
expected to grow 40% by 2040, putting 
added pressure on services such as 
transportation, meal delivery, heating 
assistance, and other essential senior 
services.Follows TABOR?

NORaises taxes?

YES

Amends the constitution? NO

Changes any existing formula? NO

Defines spending allocations? YES

YES
Provides critical funding for 
Colorado’s highest priorities?

Almost 60%

of Coloradans 
left untreated

58% 
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